SACG Monthly Minutes
July 21, 2025

Library lower level

Welcome — President Deb Oldakowski welcomed fourteen members at 6:02 pm

Secretary Report — Jill Hidinger requested a motion for accepting the minutes as provided or any
changes necessary. Two edits were asked to be made. Tim Peters and Sandra Beatty motioned
and seconded to approve as amended. All Ayes.

Treasurer Report — Phil Shaff shared the funds being held at PSB, total credits & debits, interest
gain between two CD’s and a breakdown of funds allocated for projects and net available for
spending.

a. Shellsburg Community Endowment Fund — Phil Shaff shared the fund balance of $24,365
gained $1,041.40 since the last report.

Economic Development — Tim Peters shared progress has been extremely slow for a planned
mural on the southeast side of Pearl Street. Lonnie Speckner is continuing to talk with the
building’s owner. Jessica Walker has informed the Univ. of lowa fine arts department about the
delay. Nothing new to report on the Business Association group. At the last Economic
Development meeting Kyle Koeppen, Superintendent gave an update about Vinton Shellsburg
schools.

Committee Reports

a. Horticulture — Gini Chase announced they will be working on the Prairie Trail July 24" at
9:00 AM. Patty Brockette hosted a successful plant sale. Thank you to Roy’s Grocery for
making the plants available to SACG for purchase.

b. Membership — Nancy Thorkildson reported no progress made choosing new shirts.
Parks — Jim Hidinger shared the plaque for Joyce Pence’s memorial has been completed
and is in located in the City Park flower bed. His committee is focused on developing a
kid’s music garden. They met to discuss a budget of $10,000 to $12,000 and are
considering asking community members to sponsor the project. Nancy Thorkildson
raised the subject of applying for a grant from Trees Forever to subsidize the purchase of
trees to replace dying ones and adding new trees in the parks. She reminded us we
could potentially be awarded $5,000 in grant funds. As a group, SACG voted to allocate
$750 to replace the trees at our June meeting, so the grant funds could be added to the
allocated amount if desired.



d. Prairie Trail — Phil Shaff said there are a lot of stickseed plants that need to be cleaned
out.

. Scholarship - Nothing

f. Big Day — Marlys Harms shared H&H brought a toddler bouncy house in lieu of the
rock-climbing wall due to safety reasons from the rain. They will offer a credit or
reduction from our invoice. She thanked Terry Eihlers for making two banners for the
parade float. Thanks to Jim Hidinger for creating the design. SACG tossed out squishy
toys from the float. SACG sponsored a booth, handed out magnets, squishy toys and
held a drawing for a gaga ball & pump, plus $25 to the winner. Corn Hole had twelve
teams. $350 was taken in and $150 paid out in prizes.

g. Decorating — Grady Zangerle donated $100 for the wreaths that were in storage.

h. Easter Egg Hunt - Nothing

i. Family Fun Night — Jean Fish announced August 7" as the new date. Marlys Harms said
H&H is charging an additional $100 due to late notice of weather cancellation on the
original date. Marlys Harms and Jean Fish motioned to approve, and members in
attendance voted Aye with one Nay.

j. Golf Annual Fundraiser — Maryls Harms is working on $102.90 taxes due to the state
from revenue of ticket sales and 50/50 raffle. Needing clarification about the tax rules.
Wilda Solberg offered to help with this.

k. Special Events — Deb Oldakowski spoke on behalf of Mark Hepker, who was absent. She
reported the last Midweek Market’s food truck was provided by the Benton County
Cattlemen. In addition to providing meals for the band members that evening, they sold
out of everything. There are always new vendors attending the Midweek Market, and
many inquiring. Thank you to the Shellsburg Library for Chalk the Walk and bringing
Santa and Mrs. Claus to town to read to the kids. Lastly, Deb reminded us to add the
Chocolate Walk on September 27th from 11:00 am -1:00 pm to our calendars.

New Business

a. Wreaths in Storage — see above under Decorating Committee
b. The Chocolate Walk — see above under Special Events

Adjourn — we adjourned at 7:00 pm. All Ayes.



